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The countdown has begun. The wheels of 
Rotary have started to turn towards the next 
century of service to humanity. As members 
of this great organization, we stand proud to 
be Rotarians. As leaders of Rotary, we are 
humbled by the 
privilege given 
to us to be at the 
forefront of its 
quest for a 
better world for 
mankind. 
Together with 
all our leaders 
throughout the 
world, guided 
by the inspiring 
light of our 
motto and 
theme for the year, SERVICE ABOVE 
SELF, we have the rare opportunity to set 
the direction and blaze the path that Rotary 
will take in the years to come. We have 
witnessed the closing of the final chapter of 
Rotary’s first 100 years of glorious 
existence. Today, we will start writing the 
first chapter of its second 100 years of 
selfless service.  
 
In our Rotary calendar, July is Literacy 
month. The first thrust of our R.I. President, 
Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar, is Literacy. 
While this emphasis is one that exemplifies 
his commitment to continuity, one that he 
wants to sustain from the time that it was a 
major thrust of Past R.I. President Jonathan 
Majiyagbe, and carried on by last year’s R.I. 
President Glenn Estess, he firmly believes 
that “literacy and education is the most 
basic need for a person to live an 
acceptable, decent life.”  
 
According to a UNESCO survey conducted 
in the year 2000, 860 million adults 
worldwide are illiterate and more than 100 
million children do not have access to 
schooling. Today, five years after that 
survey was done, we still do not know if 

those figures have gone up or down. But 
one thing is sure – there are still a lot of 
illiterate people around. We see them 
everyday. They are the street children, the 
out of school youth, porters, the watch-

your-car boys 
and girls, the 
peddlers, and 
even our 
helpers at 
home. They are 
all around us 
but we take 
them for 
granted. What 
is worse is that 
in our 

subconscious, 
we are grateful 

that they are there to serve us by doing the 
manual chores that otherwise we will have 
to do.  
 
Many of us may be guilty of this selfish 
way of thinking. But during this first month 
of our year of service, let us dare to look at 
ourselves from a different perspective. As 
Rotarians, let us indoctrinate ourselves that 
we are not here to be served but to serve. 
And that the focus of our service, are the 
less privileged members of our community, 
the less fortunate, the marginalized 
members of our society. In real terms, they 
are the street children, the out of school 
youth, all those people we mentioned before 
and many more.  As Rotarians we are 
committed to help them get a crack at a 
chance to improve their status in life. Let us 
provide them with opportunities to be 
literate members of our society. Because we 
believe that Literacy is the key to a better 
life, let us pledge to undertake Literacy 
projects not only for the youth but also for 
our illiterate adults. Our undertakings may 
come in many different forms. But bear in 
mind that no matter how big or how small 
our projects are, they will all serve to 
benefit our communities.       

Message from the District Governor 
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RI President’s Message 
 
Dear fellow Rotarians:  
 
In 2005-06, we will embark on our second 
century of Rotary service with a sturdy base on 
which to build, a past record of success to serve 
as our compass, and a rich history from which 
to draw inspiration. And while we must never 
remain locked in the past, its lessons can surely 
fuel our steady movement forward.  
 
With this in mind, I looked to the many wise 
words that Rotarians have written over the past 
century to select a theme that best expresses 
our vital mission, Of all the inspirational 
messages that have guided our thinking and 
motivated us to action, I found none that 
defined Rotary and the Rotarian spirit better 
than the three simple words of our motto, 
Service Above Self.  
 

 
It is my privilege to serve as president of 
Rotary International during the year we will 
begin to write the first chapter of Rotary’s 
second hundred years. Taking Service Above 
Self as the theme for this important year 
reflects my desire to use the best and most 
meaningful words to inspire Rotarians. But I 
also suggest this theme in an effort to keep our 
Rotary lives simple — an approach that 
requires maintaining continuity from previous 
years and setting a straightforward path for the 
future. I prefer, therefore, to focus on those 

areas in which we have demonstrated 
significant strength in the past and that 
represent the most basic human needs.  
 
One such area is literacy and education. From 
one-on-one tutoring efforts to large-scale 
literacy programs, Rotary clubs have developed 
an impressive array of projects designed to help 
people learn to read and write. We have 
equipped schools, educated teachers, and given 
children the clothing and books required to 
attend classes. And in communities throughout 
the world, Rotarians are taking the time to visit  
schools, reading to children and listening to 
them read in turn,  
 
Despite our many successes, countless adults 
cannot read or write a simple sentence or are 
functionally illiterate — that is, they are unable 
to use reading, writing, and calculation to 
engage in most work and normal daily 
activities. Clearly, Rotary’s considerable 
experience and continued commitment is 
needed in addressing this problem, which limits 
so many people in their efforts to care for 
themselves and their families.  
 
In 2005-06,1 also encourage Rotarians to 
continue their work on water management, 
another issue that Rotarians have effectively 
addressed in many parts of the world. Thanks 
to scores of Rotary club water projects, 
hundreds of thousands of people now have 
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SEARCH  IS ON !!! 
 

SELECTION OF GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE (GSE) 
OUTBOUND TEAM OF R.I. DISTRICT 3850  

TO R.I. DISTRICT 3020 INDIA 
 

(ONE (1) TEAM LEADER AND FOUR (4) TEAM MEMBERS) 
 

 
 
As the 2005-2006 Rotary year gets underway, the District Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
Subcommittee Chair looks forward to working closely with the Assistant Governors and Club 
Presidents from Zones 1 to 10 to facilitate a successful exchange for you\ng professionals in our 
district.   
 
 The Group Study Exchange Program of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International is a 
unique cultural and vocational exchange opportunity for young business and professional men and 
women between the ages of 25 and 40 in the initial years of their professional life. A GSE team 
consists of a Rotarian Team Leader and four non-Rotarian Team Members. 
 
 The program provides travel grants for teams of young participants to exchange visits 
between paired areas in different countries. Four (4) to six (6) weeks, team leader and members 
study the host country’s institutions and ways of life, observe their own vocations as practiced 
abroad, develop personal and professional relationships, and exchange ideas. 
 
 Distribution of GSE materials to the clubs is on going. For those interested, you can 
contact your local Rotary clubs. Applications must be made through local Rotary clubs: those sent 
directly to The Rotary Foundation will not be considered. 
 
 To get involved in the GSE program or for further information, contact the Rotary club in 
your area. Or visit Rotary International’s site on the World Wide Web at 
www.rotary.org/foundation/educational_ programs. 
 
 
  
 
PP Ma. Concepcion Borja-Lagonera 
District GSE Subcommittee Chair 
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Rotaract Representative (Rotaractor):   
Gerard Ibañez 
 
Rotary Friendship Exchange  
Coordinating Chairperson:    
PP  Rodolfo “Rudy” Pareño 
RC Bacolod 
 
Rotary Youth Exchange Coordinating Chairperson: 
PP  Emma “Ems” Nava 
RC Central Iloilo 
 
Rotary Volunteers Coordinating Chairperson: 
PP  Roberto “Bobby” Tinsay 
RC Bacolod North 
 
RYLA Coordinating Chairperson: 
PP  Flor Moya 
RC Kabankalan 
 
World Community Service Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:  
PP  Rafael “Biboy” Jocson 
RC Bacolod North 
 
Vocational Service Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:   
PP  Francis “Frans” De La Cruz 
RC Metro Iloilo 
 
Public Relations Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:   
PP  Enigardo “Jundad” Legislador, Jr.   
RC    Kabankalan 
 
District Conference Committee Chair:   
PP  Oliver “Ver” Ong 
RC Zamboanga City 
 
District Trainer: 
PDG Benjamin “Boloy” Mendoza, Jr. 
RC Zamboanga City West 
 
R.I. Convention Promotion Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson: 
DGE Ramon “Toto” Cua Locsin 
RC Metro Iloilo 
 
District Rotary Foundation Chair:   
PDG David “Dave” Villanueva 
RC Bacolod South 
 
Annual Giving Sub-Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:           
PP  Edgar “Ed” Sy 
RC Bacolod 

Permanent Fund Sub-Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:      
PP  Anton Lim 
RC Zamboanga City 
 
Group Study Exchange Sub-Committee 
Coordinating Chairperson:   
PP  Ma. Concepcion “Connie” Lagonera 
RC Zamboanga City North 
 
Grants Sub-Committee Coordinating Chairperson:            
PDG  Ramiro “Chick” Garcia 
RC Bacolod North 
 
Polio Plus Sub-Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:             
CP  Mila “Mila” Fernandez 
RC Zamboanga City Central 
 
Scholarships Sub-Committee  
Coordinating Chairperson:        
PP  Rene “Ren” Luy    
RC Pagadian City 
 
Alumni Sub-Committee Coordinating Chairperson: 
PP  Bernard “Bunny” Ong 
RC Zamboanga City 
 
Governor’s Monthly Letter:  
Dir. Erwin “Win” Bernardo 
RC Zamboanga City West 
 
Dir. Kerwin “ Win” Baldovino 
RC Zamboanga City North 
 
District Protocol Officer: 
PDG Manuel “Manny” Tatel 
RC Zamboanga City 
 
District Resolutions Committee Chair: 
PDG Benjamin “Boy” Jarantilla, Jr. 
 
Philippine Rotary Magazine:  
PDG Benjamin “Boloy” Mendoza,Jr. 
RC Zamboanga City West 
 
District Ways & Means Committee Chair: 
PP  Leonardo Rey “Chito” Vasquez 
RC Zamboanga City West 
 
District Sports Director: 
PE  Jose Vicente “JV” Atilano III 
RC Zamboanga City West 
 
 
 





DISTRICT 3850 
District plans and programs for RY 2005 – 2006: 

 
For this coming  Rotary Year, our district has 
very simple plans and programs, which we 
think is in harmony with the plans and 
programs of Rotary International President, 
Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar. Because we are 
spearheading and sort of “blazing the path” that 
Rotary will take in its journey towards the next 
century of service to humanity, we feel that the 
organization’s very foundation and pillars that 
have sustained it for the last 100 years, must be 
reinforced, to make sure that the next 100 
years, will be as fruitful, (if not more), as it was 
in the past.     
 
In a nutshell, our main concentration will be 
on: 1st, strengthening each  club in the district, 
by expanding its membership base with new, 
dynamic Rotarians, and at the same time, 
placing a premium on the retention of its 
existing members;  2nd, conducting service 
projects for our communities, with emphasis on 
Rotary International’s thrusts, namely, 
Literacy, Water, Health and Hunger Concerns, 
using all the resources available;  and 3rd, 
supporting the Rotary Foundation through more 
contributions by making all Rotarians of the 
district, Rotary Foundation Sustaining 
Members (RFSM). 
 
Because this is the first year of Rotary’s second 
100 years, concentration on Rotary basics is a 
primary consideration.  The contributing 
factors that give strength and endurance to the 
backbone of this great organization, are its 
basic principles and objectives.   
 
Therefore, our main focus will be on: 
 

1.  Membership Development. Our 
membership goal for the district, is a 
minimum net growth of 110 new 
Rotarians.  We will do this by bringing 

the membership level of all clubs in the 
district, to at least 20 members. 
Presently, we have 14 clubs with less 
than 20 members. If all of these clubs 
achieve their goals, we will have 70 
new Rotarians.  With the goal of a net 
growth of one new Rotarian for the rest 
of the 40 clubs in the district, our 
district goal of a minimum net growth 
of 110 new members, will already be 
met. Of course, we expect to go way 
over this figure, because we have 
already started to lay the groundwork, 
to charter 5 new clubs in Mindanao 
alone. Before our year of service is 
over, we hope to have Rotary clubs in 
Lamitan, Basilan Province, Kabasalan 
and Buug, Province of Sibugay, and in 
Liloy and Sindangan, Province of 
Zamboanga del Norte.        

 
2. Service to the Community. The 

community is where Rotary 
International’s thrusts on Literacy, 
Water, Health and Hunger concerns, 
will be implemented. In line with the 
thrust to have access to clean and safe 
water, we intend to organize more 
Rotary Community Corps (RCCs). This 
will ensure the involvement and lasting 
relationships between Rotary and the 
communities where these projects will 
be implemented. We intend to do these 
projects through matching grants and 
through a program of community self-
help. 

 
3. The Rotary Foundation. Last year’s 

contribution to the Rotary Foundation, 
was the best ever, by our district. 
District Governor Nanette and her 
District Team, did so well, that they 





Philippine Rotary Magazine Corner 
 
 
a letter from the Philippine Rotary Magazine (PRM) 
 
 
July 11, 2005 
 
Dear DGR-PRM, 
 
Have you submitted the District’s Directory of Presidents and Secretaries for RY 
2005-06?  If not, please do so as soon as possible.   
 
Allow me also, to remind you to inform the Presidents of all the clubs that if they 
will subscribe to the PRM, they have to send us their Subscription Agreement for 
the first semester of RY 2005-06. They can send in their payments within 90 days or 
not later than Sept. 30, 2005.  This of course is possible, if they do not have any 
outstanding accounts.   If they do, they have to first settle their outstanding accounts. 
 
We need to have this Subscription Agreement, in order to know how many 
magazines they will subscribe this Rotary Year, and where they want it delivered. 
 
We will not be able to release the July issues until we receive the Subscription 
Agreements. The July issue will be ready for release by the 4th week of July. 
 
Please be guided accordingly. 
 
 
 
RODOLFO J. ALONSO, JR. 
Circulation Manager 
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District Secretary’s Corner 

 
 
Now that we the Rotary 2004-2005 year has started, I would like to remind the Club Presidents 
and Club Secretaries of their administrative responsibilities as follows: 
 

• Submission of Semi-Annual Report (SAR)  
• Remittance of Dues     
• Remittance of Rotary Magazine Subscription 

 
The deadline for the submission of the SAR and the remittance of dues was last July 1, 2005. 
However, the SAR was received at the office of the District Governor only last June 30, 2005 
which, means that the SAR must have reached the respective clubs after July 1, 2005 
already. Please update your SAR as early as possible and remit your dues through the 
Metrobank Payment Slip for Companies with Collection arrangementsw/ the following 
details: 
 
 Company w/ Collection Arrangement:    CITIBANK SPEEDCOLLECT 
 Customer Name:  Club Number (Club Name) 
 Subscriber Number:  10610029 
 Reference Number:  SAR Number  
 
I suggest however, that the Club President or Club Secretary update the SAR through the Member 
Access of the Rotary website (www.rotary.org). You can log on and use the Member Access by 
registering first. Registration will allow both the Club President and Club Secretary to manage the 
member’s data, record and report. Payment of dues or remittance of contributions can also be done 
through the Member Access. All that is needed is a valid email address, the member’s ID number 
and the Club Number. You can get this information from the SAR. 
 
I would like to remind all Club Secretaries to submit your monthly attendance rating (MAR) on or 
before the 15th of the following month. However, I would appreciate it if you can submit it before 
the 7th so that we can publish the GML earlier. Please send it through our club secretary e-group 
or through my email address: mjune_b@yahoo.com or maryjune.b@gmail.com or through my 
cellphone number (0917) 7101859. 
 
Lastly, I would like to invite all Club Secretaries to join the District‘s club secretary e-group by 
submitting your email address to me or confirming the invitation, which I sent to some of you last 
June. 
 
 
 
 




